
Appendix D.  Public and Agency Comments and Responses 
 
 

Appendix D contains comments on the draft conformity report and responses to these comments.  
Each commenter is assigned a code and each comment a number.  Responses follow each comment.  
In certain instances, the respondent may insert italicized, bracketed wording to clarify the comment, 
using the format [clarifying comment].  Except as noted by any italicized, bracketed comments, no 
changes were made to the comments as received.  Comments submitted in digital formats may have 
altered formats from the original due to the mechanics of importing and combining these files in this 
appendix. 
 
The following organizations and individuals responded to the request for comments on the draft 
conformity report: 
 
1.  Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 
 Comment document prepared by Edward Dancausse and dated November 18, 2009 
 
2.  U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IV (EPA) 
 email from Amanetta Sommerville to Eddie Dancausse, FHWA, November 12, 2009 
 
3.  Federal Transit Administration (FTA) 

email from Boyd Melton, FTA to Eddie Dancausse, FHWA, November 3, 2009 
 

4.  NC Division of Air Quality (DAQ-HJH) 
 email received from Heather Hildebrandt at TJCOG on November 18, 2009 
 
 
The end of this appendix includes newspaper affidavits advertising the public comment period. 



  
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 

 
FHWA1: 
Appendix C:  Add the meeting agenda of 9.4.09 and the meeting minutes of 9.4.09/9.8.09  
 
Response: 
The agenda for the 9-4-09 meeting and the summary of the 9-4-09 meeting and follow-up conference 
call on 9-8-09 have been added to Appendix C. 
 
FHWA2: 
Appendix D:  A reminder that you will need to include the affidavits from the newspapers showing 
when the public review and comment period was advertised for the document. 
 
Response: 
The final version of Appendix D includes the newspaper affidavits. 
 
FHWA3: 
Page 1, Executive Summary,   
 

·  Number 1, Item d:  Not sure that this element needs to be included in the document since it is 
unfunded and unscheduled. 

 
Response: 
The text has been changed to clarify that although the widening of this short segment of Hopson 
Road is not part of the ARRA funding request, nor is other state or federal funding currently expected 
to fund the widening, current development agreements between the City of Durham and private 
developers anticipate the widening to occur and be paid for by the private sector within the timeframe 
of the 2035 Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP).  Item D has therefore been retained for two 
main reasons:  i) it is a widening that is anticipated to occur within the timeframe of the 2035 LRTP 
and ii) the widening is part of the environmental documentation being prepared for the TIP project. 
 
FHWA4: 

·  Number 4, Item h, replace the existing text with the following:  NCDOT conformity 
determination for the Donut (rural) areas. 

 
Response: 
The requested replacement text has been used in the final version of the report. 
 
FHWA5: 
Page 6, 3rd paragraph, replace the entire paragraph “The rural (donut area) county projects……and 
found to conform by the USDOT on June 25, 2009 with the following:  There were no changes to the 
rural (donut area) county projects for the 2009-2015 STIP (for the donut counties of Chatham, 
Franklin, Granville, Johnston, Orange and Person) that were modeled and found to confirm by 
USDOT on June 15, 2009. 
 
Response: 
The requested replacement text has been used in the final version of the report. 



FHWA6: 
Page 8, Section 3. LRTP, 3rd paragraph, Item d, Not sure that this element needs to be included in the 
document since it is unfunded and unscheduled. 
 
Response: 
The text has been changed to clarify that although the widening of this short segment of Hopson 
Road is not part of the ARRA funding request, nor is other state or federal funding currently expected 
to fund the widening, current development agreements between the City of Durham and private 
developers anticipate the widening to occur and be paid for by the private sector within the timeframe 
of the 2035 Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP).  Item D has therefore been retained for two 
main reasons:  i) it is a widening that is anticipated to occur within the timeframe of the 2035 LRTP 
and ii) the widening is part of the environmental documentation being prepared for the TIP project. 
 
FHWA7: 
Page 9, Note under the chart that shows cost, yr of expenditure for FFY, again may want to eliminate 
information on Element D. 
 
Response: 
The text has been changed to clarify that funding for Element D is not a part of the TIP, as it is a 
condition of development approvals; the element would be part of the 2035 LRTP. 
 
FHWA8: 
Other items: 
I would like to have the amended LRTP information related to the Hopson Rd project included as an 
appendix in the conformity report.  I want to be able to see the same exact information in the 
conformity report and LRTP 
 
Response: 
The amended LRTP information has been added as Appendix G. 
 

Environmental Protection Agency, Region IV (EPA) 
 
From: Somerville.Amanetta@epamail.epa.gov 
Sent: Thursday, November 12, 2009 10:55 AM 
To: Dancausse, Edward <FHWA> 
Cc: Smith.Dianna@epamail.epa.gov 
Subject: Re: Review of the Draft Triangle Area Conformity Determination 
Report (CDR) for LRTP and TIP Amendments 
 
Attachments: Triangle Amended LRTP and TIP Conformity Report 10-26-09 (2).pdf 
 
Good morning Eddie, 
 
Thank you for providing the draft Triangle area conformity determination for the amended 2035 
LRTP, the CAMPO and DCHC amended 2009-2015 TIP and the amended 2009-2015 STIP for 
Chatham , Franklin, Johnston, Orange and Person county. We have reviewed the provided documents 
and our comments are below. 
 



EPA-1 
 
Please explain why the widening of Hopson road as this project is listed in both the executive 
summary and on page 10 if it is currently unfunded and unscheduled. We recommend that 
language to this project be removed from the document and Appendix 1. 
 
Response: 
The text has been changed to clarify that although the widening of this short segment of Hopson 
Road is not part of the ARRA funding request, nor is other state or federal funding currently expected 
to fund the widening, current development agreements between the City of Durham and private 
developers anticipate the widening to occur and be paid for by the private sector within the timeframe 
of the 2035 Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP).  Item D has therefore been retained for two 
main reasons:  i) it is a widening that is anticipated to occur within the timeframe of the 2035 LRTP 
and ii) the widening is part of the environmental documentation being prepared for the TIP project. 
 
EPA-2 
 
         Please revise the last paragraph in section 3 on page 8 that 
         indicates that the MTIPS and STIPS for DCHC MPO, NC CAMPO, and 
         NCDOT will need to be amended in the future. 
 
Response: 
The paragraph has been revised to clarify the various actions that are being taken by DCHC MPO, 
NC CAMPO and NCDOT. 
 
If you have any questions please feel free to contact me. 
 
regards, 
 
Amanetta Somerville, 
Environmental Scientist, 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 4 Air, Pesticides and Toxics Management Division 
61 Forsyth Street, S.W. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303 
Email:  Somerville.amanetta@epa.gov 
Phone:  (404) 562-9025 
Fax: (404) 562-9019 
 

Federal Transit Administration (FTA) 
 
FTA-1: 
From: Melton, Boyd (FTA) 
Sent: Tuesday, November 03, 2009 4:48 PM 
To: Dancausse, Edward <FHWA>; Amanetta Somerville (Somerville.amanetta@epa.gov) 
Subject: RE: Review of the Draft Triangle Area Conformity Determination Report (CDR) for LRTP 
and TIP Amendments 
 
Eddie: 



 
We received the letter at FTA and have reviewed the attached CDR report; and have no comments.  
Thanks.   
 
Keith Melton 
FTA Region IV 
230 Peachtree St., NW 
Suite 800 
Atlanta, GA 30303-1512 
404.865.5614 Phone 
404.865.5605 FAX 
keith.melton@dot.gov 
 
Response: 
No response is required. 
 

NC Division of Air Quality (DAQ) 
 
DAQ-1: 
From: Hildebrandt, Heather [heather.hildebrandt@ncdenr.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 18, 2009 11:57 AM 
To: Dancausse, Edward <FHWA> 
Subject: RE: Review of the Draft Triangle Area Conformity Determination Report (CDR) for LRTP 
and TIP Amendments 
Eddie, 
 
I have reviewed the Draft Triangle Conformity Determination Report for the Amended 2035 Plan and 
2009-2015 TIP and have no comments.  I will work on drafting the official DAQ response letter.  
Thank you for forwarding this report to me for my review. 
 
**PLEASE NOTE MY NEW E-MAIL ADDRESS** 
 
-- 
Heather J. Hildebrandt 
Environmental Engineer 
NC DENR, Division of Air Quality 
Technical Services Section 
Mobile Sources Compliance Branch 
heather.hildebrandt@ncdenr.gov 
1641 Mail Service Center 
Raleigh, NC 27699-1641 
Phone (919) 733-1498 
Fax (919) 733-1812 
www.ncair.org 
 
Response: 
No response is required. 
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